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ABSTRACT 

A study examined what parents of preschool children 
(infancy through age five) do to help their children get ready for a 
formal reading program, such as how often parents carried out 
prereading activities and how the activities compared with those 
generally suggested by early childhood education experts. Surveys 
completed by 157 parents indicated (1) which of five basic behaviors 
were a part of the parents' interaction with their preschool child, 

(2) other reading related activities in which parents participated, 

(3) the number of minutes per week in which parents were involved in 
these activities, and (4) the sources of their knowledge about the 
activities. The results indicated that the majority of respondents 
read stories on request at bedtime, usually reading the book and 
looking at the pictures, as well as pausing periodically to ask 
questions about the story. Most children asked for a specific story, 
parents' book selection usually reflected their childhood favorites, 
and mothers responded most often to the child's request for a story. 
Most parents read to their child daily, and gifts, bookstores, and 
public libraries were the sources for most children's books. 
Parents 'childhood experiences provided information about reading 
readiness activities, and pointing to and reading signs was the most 
frequently mentioned "other" activity. Finally, "Sesame Street" was 
the favorite television program; most children watched one or more 
hours of television per day, and most respondents considered 
themselves good reading role models for their child. (Tables of data 
constitute the bulk of the report. (HTH) 



*********************************************************************** 

* Reproductions supplied by EDRS are the best that can be made * 

* from the original document. * 
**************************************«*******************«**** AAftAAAAA 



00 

m 
oo 

CM 



HOW PARENTS PREPARE THEIR CHILDREN 
FOR A FORMAL READING PROGRAM 

Marv Ann Dzama and Robert L. Gilstrap 
George Mason University 
Fairfax, Virginia 



PURPOSE 



U.S. DEPARTMENT OF EDUCATION 

Otftce of Educational Research and Improvement 

EDUCATIONAL RESOURCES INFORMATION 
CENTER (ERIC) 

>^Thts document has been reproduced as 
/received »'om the person or organization 

originating it 
r Minor changes have been made to improve 

reproduction quality 



• Points of view or opinions stated in this docu- 
ment do not necessarily represent official 
OERI position or policy 

"PERMISSION TO REPRODUCE THIS 
MATERIAL HAS BEEN GRANTED BY 

Mary Ann Dzama 

Robert L. Gilstrap 



TO THE EDUCATIONAL RESOURCES 
INFORMATION CENTER (ERIC). M 



The purpose of this study was to learn what parents of pre-school 
children (infancy through five) do to help their children get ready for a 
formal reading program. Our assumption was that there are certain basic 
activities that parents participate in with their children that they believe 
will help children get ready to read. The study was designed to find out what 
these activities are, how often they are performed, and how they compare with 
those generally suggested by experts in early education. 



PREVIOUS STUDIES 



In the current literatures numerous educators have reported their 
findings related to the study of the parent's role and school success in 
reading (Bradley and Caldwell, Marie Clay, and Delores Durkin). They have 
identified certain basic parental behaviors that have a positive effect on 
children in preparing them for a formal reading program. These behaviors 
can be summarised as follows: 



1. talking with and listening to your child 

2. reading to your child 

3. being a reading model for your child 



4. involving your child in a variety of recreational activities 

5. going places with your child 

These behaviors were included in our survey as possible ones for the 
parent to select but the respondents were not limited to these choices. 



RESEARCH METHODOLOGY 



We developed a survey form by meeting with a small reaction group of 
parents whose children were in the Project for the Study of Young Children 
(PSYC) during the 1982*83 academic year. The purpose of this group was to 
help us refine our questions as veil as to develop new ones based on their 
comments. 

The survey form vas then distributed to all the PSYC parents, Prince of 
Peace Preschool parents and Mrs. Frances 1 Day Care Center parents. The 
questionnaire asked the respondents to check which of the five basic behaviors 
tf) vere a part of their interaction with their child. They were also asked to 

- add other activities and rank all in order of their importance. They vere 

O also asked to estimate the number of minutes per veek in which the parent was 

0 involved in these activities. Finally, they vere asked to identify the 

[ft ^ sources of their knowledge, e.g., articles, books, friends, their own parents, 
teachers, etc. We distributed 305 survey forms and received a return of 157. 
Some of the parents had more than one child ages 3 through 6. Our final 
results indicate that 265 students vere reported on In our study. o 



RESULTS 

The results of the respondents from all three sites, the Project for the 
Study of Toung Qiildren, Prince of Pesce Preschool end Mrs. Frances Day Care 
Center are reported below: 

A. Heading to your child 

1. Review the list of possible activities below. Place a "1" for each 
activity If It Is something you regularly do (once a week or sore). 
Place a "2" before each Item that you occasionally do (once or twice 
a month). Place an "N" for those you never do. 



12 No No Res. Not appl. 

(89*) 



(86*) 


12.09* 


v» 

Of 


I.Cf» 

.637* 


0* 


22.28* 


29.29* 


28.65* 


18.46* 




17.19* 


40.75* 


36.29* 


5.73* 





reading , bedtime stories 

reading s book upon request 

asking another child In the 
family to read to your non- 
reader 

reading a book after seeing a 
TV program 



Other (Dse back of sheet, if 

necessary) 

2* When you read to a child, do you to any of the following? Put a "1" If you 
do It regularly and a "2" If you do It occasionally. 



No No Res * Not Appl, 



(87*) 
86.63* 


12.73* 




01 


.637 


o* 


(55*) 
54.76* 


36.93* 


1.27* 


7.017* 


0* 


38.8H* 


54.76* 


1.274* 


5.09k*. 





read the entire atopy and not 
talk about the pictures. 

look at the pictures and read 
the atory. 

pauae from time to tlite to as* 
questions as you read the 
atory, I.e., ask where the 
atory la taking place? Who Is 
the atory about? 

read the atory and pause 
occasionally to ask: "What dc 
you suppose will happen next?* 
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2 No No Res. Not Appl. 



49.09$ 


40.751 


1.271 


8.911 


o$ 


26.74$ 


53.4881 


7.64t 


12.731 


0$ 


24.466$ 


56.6731 


6.37? 


12.0961 


01 


11.459$ 


63.0631 


5.0961 


12.731 


o$ 


(80.8991) 
80. 90S 


(15.2811) 
15.281 


(1.2741) 
1.271 


(2.5481) 
2.551 


0$ 



read the story and ask your 
child to say vords he/she know 
as you read the story, i.e., 
The Lttle Engine That Could or 
other repetitive phrases in 
books. 

read the story and ask your 
child to point to words he/she 
can recognise. 

after reading a story, do you 
ask your child what was the 
favorite part he/she heard? 

after reading a story, do you 
ask your child to retell it to 
you? 



does your child ask you to re 
read a apeclflc atory? 



3- When you select books for your child, are you Influenced by any of the 

following? Put a "1" by those At regularly influence you and a "2" by those 
that occasionally influence you. 



No No Xes. Not Appl. 



78.351$ 


14.644$ 


.637$ 


6.37$ 




19.737$ 


38.843$ 


?.?33* 


35.025$ 


.637$ 


23.555$ 


41.141$ 


3.822$ 


31 .203$ 


0$ 


32.4HJ 


41.391$ 


1.911$ 


24.196$ 


0$ 


46.481$ 


35.662$ 


1.911$ 


15.912$ 


0$ 


56.036$ 


31.203$ 


0$ 


12.733$ 


0$ 


7.644$ 


45.207$ 


3.822$ 


43.302$ 


01 


9.555$ 


52.214$ 


5.096$ 


32.477$ 


o$ 



Child 9 s favorite author 
Pictures/illustrations 
Librarian's suggestion 
Introduced at achool 
Friend's recommendation 
Length 

Tour Childhood favorites 
Introduced at atory hour 
Mentioned or dramatised on TV 



3 



4 



.637* 


21.648* 


4.450* 


68.796* 


4.4591 


3.1659 


55.399* 


.637* 


39.48* 


1.2741 


1.279* 


25.466* 


1.911* 


70.707* 


.637* 


38.206* 


48.392* 


o* 


12.733* 


o* 


5.733* 


17.192* 


2.548* 


70.07* 


*.«59* 


5.733* 


54.762* 


.637* 


37.573* 


1.274* 


.637* 


3.822* 


.637* 


94.276* 


.637* 



When your child wants to have a story read, who responds to this request? Put a 
•1" If you are the primary person who responds, and a "2" If others do It. 

I 2 No No Res. Not Appl. 

Mother 

Child's brother 
Babysitter 
Family friends 
Father 

Child's sister 

Other relatives (grandmother 9 
grandfather 9 etc. 

Other. Specify (No Names 
Given) 

5. Row often does your child have someone read to him? Put a "I* by the primary 
and a *2" by others. 

1 2 No No Has. Not Appl. 

rr.ont 9.sss* o* 13.371 ot *n y 

1.27»f Sff.625t 01 60.S15I Ot Monthly 

1.911* 31. 8M 02 66.2m Ot Weekends only 

5.096* 38.206* Ot 56.673* 01 Weekly 

12.096* 32.1771 0* S».T62t Ot Twice a week 

8.281* 17.192* 0* 7».529t Ot Other 

6. Where do you secure the books that you read to your children? Indicate the 
primary souroes with a "1" and secondary sources with a "2". 

1 2 No No Res. Rot Appl. 

(6**) 



11.459* 


30.566* 




1.911* 


56.036* 


o* 


(52*) 










52.214* 


35.025* 


0* 


19.737* 


0* 



Gifts to child 
School library 

Book .torca 
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1 


2 


No 


No Res. 


Not Appl. 




H5.BH4S 


33.11*1 


OS 


21.0111 


Of 


Public library 


H.H59S 


2H.833S 


2.5H8S 


6B.159S 


OS 


Homemade by parent, 












relative? or friends 




31. Bill 


3.185S 


50.2961 


OS 


Bode clubs 



7. What are some of the other activities not already mentioned in your responses 
that you do to help your child prepare for reading? Plvase give specific 
examples. 16.5551 Ho Response 



ot to ft read slans 


33.7511 


ffinii t + a 4 Amr\t. 4 fSt Mmm/lO 

HvDCB \W AQCnWAIJ VWUIKJB/ 


2k • 8331 


fames (board /card /match in* ■^norv) 


16 .4 Sol 


a oell or write out words uoon Mouaat 


17.1921 


■r*vt vuv vnc ■ipnipct 


10022> 


books A oassettes (tanes) 


12.0961 


readiness workbooks & sheets 


11 .11591 


..all at write words with hloeVii 


10.8291 

iv. we. 7 w 


LEA stories 


8.918S 


rhvainc words and break Ins iid 




eoaDound words 


8.281S 


writs msssass 1 notes 


6,37* 


flash esrds 




aaxatine activities 


5.096S 


vlsusl/.otor (handedness) activities 




oral directions 


5.096S 


talk about words a letters ft out then 




out of arazines 


«.«5S 


ooalos ft newsDSDers 




ooBDuter 


3-B?S 


child •reads* (oieturea ft books 




to oneself ) 


_3t{2* 


trios to library ft attend story hour 


3.8M 


drawinc 




lorint ft oalntlne 


3.1B5S 


os In eookln* ft rtadlra "*ame" 




directions 


3.i8«>S 


Soeak ft Soell 


2.55S 



1#wMr ha #>W 4 vitrei 4n naf.Mn^# Klfei 




em#| TfsKl * r^ntAnf a 


*•??? 


ftr»4 tAftvt4#*A *■ #i K*Af44*t*«ai y4f> 


1 one 


T.V. watching 


1.9111 


read a bk w/chlld and do a DRTA 




©utiles 




blackboard, mule alate and 




homemade books 


1.9119 


bedtime stories 


I.9119 


records, taoe recorder or slides 


1.9119 


typewriter 




Dlavs ft theatre 


1.9111 


reel tin* nursery rhymes 


1.9111 


Soeak ft Read 


1-OT 


Mske-UD Stories 


1.27*1 


reeitiM bible yerses or Sabbath 




School yerae 


1.27M 


yideo taoes ft books 


1.2741 


oountlna 


.6371 


Uke tr*pe (w»t*9i)») 


.6371 


Interest In everything 


•*379 


reserve Dart of the day for 




special attention 


.637* 
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8. Where did you get your Ideas about reading and Interacting with your child? 
Indicate the primary sources vlth a *1* and secondary sources vlth a *2*. 



Recalling your past 

experiences as a child 



1 


2 


No 
Of 


No Res. 


Not Appl 
Of 


30.5661 


38.8U3* 


.637* 


29.929* 


0* 


36.9361 


•0.75U* 


.637* 


21.6*8* 


0* 


26.7M* 


26. 7M* 


1.911* 


W.571* 


o* 


6.37f 


28.655* 


2.5W* 


62.426* 


0* 


65.6111 


12.733* 


.637* 


21.011* 


0* 


17.829* 


?.733* 


1.27** 


75.166* 


0* 



(Reading) books on parenting 

(Reading) articles on 

parenting and the subject 

College courses 

TV talk show (guest/speaker) 

Intuition 

Other (I.e., aunts and Bother; 
family, friends and women's 
discussion groups) 

9. Are there any favorite TV programs that your child watches? 

5.096* NO 93.6* YES «63 No Response .637 It varies I more on weekends 



1st Choice 


NAME OF PROGRAM 


2nd Choice 


3rd Choice 


MS 


Scum Street 


22f 


3* 




Mr. Rogers 


I6f 


sp 


— % 


Cartoons (Name not listed) 






6* 


3-2-1 Contact 


V- 


y 


161 


Be Men 


8— 


V 


0* 


Electric Co. 




6* 


0* 


Wheel of Fortune 


6f 


3* 


Of 


G.I. Joe 


3* 


3* 


3* 


Kids' Break 


Of 


OS 


0* 


Nlokleodeon 


3* 


£ 


, Pi 


Cable BBO/Vldeo Movies 


o* 


6S 


• OS 


Kids' Specials on Super TV 


Of 


3* 


Of 


Knlaht Rider 


or 


3* 


Of 


Auto Man 


0* 


3* 


Of 


I Love Luev 


0* 


3* 


Of 


It's Aeadenlc 


0* 


3* 


i. °* 


Busty 's Tree House 


0* 


3* 


• Of 


Haas 


3* 


0* 



ERIC 



6 

7 



10. Does your child natch TV regularly? 
9.5551 1/2 hour per day 
31.841 1 hour per day 
08.3921 More than 1 hour per day 

6.2611 Other (.637* 1 to 2 hrs/day; 1.274* 2 hrs/day; 3.185* 5 hra/day; .637* 
tvlce per week; .6371 do other activities; 1.911* rarely sore than 
1 hr/day; 1.274* 2 to 3 hrs/day; .637 1 hr/day ft 2 hrs/weekend and 
•637* sporadically. 



11. Does your child receive aagazlnes through a subscription? 
57.967* YES 42.028* HO If yes, list: 



1st Choice 


MAGAZINE 2nd Choice 


3rd Cho1r*# 

-J I W VII VJIW V 


21 .011 


Sessne Street 


3.8221 


•6^7 f 


9."S1 


RiahllKhts 


2.548* 


Of 


8.261* (Nat'l Wildlife) Tour Bla Backyard 


1.911* 


.637* 


3.822* 


Turtle 


1.274* 


01 


1.8k 


Buapty Dumotv 


0* 


.637* 


2.5481 


Friend 


01 


01 


2.548* 


Zoo World (Nat'l Geo.) 


1.9111 


01 


1.9111 


Renter Rick 


1.2741 


Of 


.637* 


Weekly Reader 


.6371 


Of 


.637* 


Childhood 


01 


Of 


.637* 


Wee Wisdom 


-Pi 


Of 


.637* 


Cricket 


.6371 


Of 


OS 


WOW 


.637* 


Of 


0* 


Jack ft Jill 


M. 


1 -27 Ul 


0* 


Cobblestone 


.637* 


Of 


0* 


Children's Friend 


.637* 


Of 


OS 


Chioksdee 


OS 


_&vrf 


o.s 


Electric Co. 


J!L 


t D Jff 


OS 


Foekets* 


.{37* 




OS 


Baooy Tlaes 


.637S 


Of 


Do you purchase aagazlnes? 

76.441 TES (1.911S aaid "yes* but listed nothing) 


22.285* 


MO 


If yes, list title and how regularly: 
1st Choice Magazine 2nd Choice 




7.644* 


Pre -School books 


o* 




5.096* 


Sesaae Street 


.637* 




2.548* 


Pre -School Workbooks 


0* 




1.911* 


Conic Books 


0* 




.637* 


Care Bears 


01 




.637* 


ET Activity (Picture Book) 


01 




•«37* 


Feanut Butter 


01 




t$37* 


MuDDeta 


o* 




•«7* 


farietv 


OS 






Blahllfthta 


OS 




.637S 


Storv Book froa Jaoan 


°f 




OS 


Ooloriiut Booka 


.6371 
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13. Does your child ever get aall? 

j?*372> TES (9B.098f specif led/.637 didn't) 



St 



J3L 



Birthday cards 

letters/notes from grandparents 
Other (9* friends; Cf magazines; 
3f post cards; 6f wrote yes but didn't 
list anything and 6f cousins and relatives) 



si2Zi K ° 1 child received no sail I 

751 Holiday cards - 
.3§L__ Utters/notes **" fsmily friends 



H. Does your child have any toys that you believe are helping him/her get readv to 



!£I ■flfl M »lc letters 



I6f read along hooka 



I6f games 



W chalkboards * desks 



121 Soeak * Saell 



"If 



flashes rda 



If 



pussies 



computer 



alphabet games 



6% blocks 



-51 



bks In chi ld's personal library 
reading workbooks 



, f Touch a Tall 
•1 See | Say 



Tracing letters I hon*»»d» 
alphabet cards 



31 tana r ecorder 



3f fcords 



M paper 1 _aen*fi f 

US 



3f (Tonv) Typewriter 



31 games - Hamorv/Lptto/Blngo 



2% Speak | Read 



21 coloring books 



2t writing 



If spelling bees * games 

II lap and learn 

J I Simon 

If puppets 

if aaael 

If Children 'a Scrabble 

U Brftannlca'a Readiness Program 

If Bdu cards 

.If legos 

If toys fno specifics) 

If dolls 
If pagboar d 
If blcvcle 
If Magic Hand 

If Quls-a-Thon 

If signs 

If spellbound tapes 



15 ' J? IE «D 8lder ,? 0ur " elf ■ reading model for your child? 
13*68* TES ia.6Hf HO 1.27f No Response 

(2f your answer la yes, In what ways do you serve as a reading model?) 



29% read newspapers a H». tT i n .. 
26f reading for enjoyment 
171 read dall~ 



1. Of go to the Ubjary 

jtf reading rftu ^ ^ c Kv lo* 

3f Ulk ab out words a sounds T 
igf reading directions 



11 sibli ngs nerve as reading ngflels 

If Pronouncing words 

If use books as references 

ft 



cr ossword pussies 



have books around the house 



* T<ftA^ books 



If write messages to each other 
If go to b ookstores 
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16. Rave you read a book/books to learn about your role In helping your child get 
ready to read? 

IjUglUlf TES 57.3H WO gB.OlBf Wo Response 

(If yes, list the book/books that you read. Some examples are: Waney Larrlck'a A 
Parent 1 a Guide to Children's Heading , Norma Roger's How Can I Help My Child Get Ready 
To Read? and What Books and Records Should I Get for My Preschooler? Joan Beck's How 
To Raise a Brighter Child and Zena Sutherland and May Hill Arbuthnot's Children and 
Books . 

9% Joan Beck. How To Raise A Brighter Child 
<f Nancy Larrick. A Parents Guide to Children's Reading 
31 Moras Rogers. Bow Can I Help My Child Get Ready to Read? 
3 J J 1a Trelease. Read Aloud 

3f Moras Rogers. What Books A Records Should I Get For My Preschooler? 
3f Glenn Don an. How Tc Teach Tour Baby to Read 
3f Children's Books 
2f Psrent's Magazine 

If Zutherland A Arbutnot. Children A Books 
if Arnoldson. bearing to Learn 

If Lillian Salth. The Reluctant Tears - Hooked on Books 

If Evelyn Robinson. Reading About Children's Literature 

If John A Kay Llnoskos. Bow To Grow a Young Reader 

If Pllgrla A McAllister, Books , Young People and Reading Guidance 

If Ruth Sawyer. The Kay of The Story Teller 

If Marie Shed lock. The Art of Story Telling 

If Johnson A Johnson. Child Development 

If Kuap. Break Through Rapid Reading 

If Gladys Hunt. Honey for a Chlld'a Heart 

If Alvin Granowaky. A Parent 'a Prlaer 

If Vlrgle Mc In tyre. Beading Strategies 

If (author unknown). Teach Tour Baby 

If (author unknown) Bow To Be A Gfted Parent 

If Growing Child 

If Montessorl Books 

7f listed no specific books/sources but checked yes 
If said Yes, but listed nothing* however, Indicated that 
Mother was an Early Childhood Major In College 
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